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reflection and abuse. The comic glass, instead of exposing vice and folly, will be made a corrupt use of, to magnify the features of some honest country squire in the opposition into a Papist or a Saracen, to the affright of himself and his neighbours; while the curiosity of the vulgar, and the opportunities of indulging it at these entertainments, will still continue, and have the same tendency to produce idleness and luxury as they have at present; though it may be presumed that the taste for these entertainments will, by this method, gradually decay.
I think I have, by these few observations above, demonstrated that this Bill cannot have its desired effect. I shall now endeavour to prove that it will be injurious to the poet, the player, and the public in general.
It is very well known how difficult it is at present for merit, without interest, to bring any play upon the stage: and will the pride and self-conceit of the manager be abated by this regulation ? or, can a poet's temper be brought to submit to strike out whatever offends so many critics, as will have a judicial authority to blot by virtue of this Act? The necessitous indeed will, perhaps with reluctance, comply: but what can be expected from that band, who prefer solid pudding to empty praise? Can it be thought that a man, who has sense and learning enough to write a play fit for the stage, and who has stood the judgment of a play-house monarch and his privy-council of critics, will be induced to cringe to a chaplain, a porter, a cook, or a secretary ?
If I might presume to speak my judgment, formed on experience, I scarce believe he would submit to my Lord himself.